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Animal Cognition

How "clever" are animals? What do they know or feel? Can they plan for the future? These topics are
introduced by focusing on behaviors that reflect cognitive capacities in animals; for example, self-
awareness, emotions, spatial behavior, and culture. The emphasis is mainly on behavioral performance
and less on the underling mechanism, and therefore the course does not overlap with other courses on
animal intelligence.

The course comprises eight main topics.



whereas the other two are devoted to updates on recent developments in the field. The topics discussed
during class meetings are included in the final exam.

The final exam is a short and open one (example of past exams are provided in the course website).
Usually you will be requested to interpret the results of a new study in light of the course materials.

Subject list:

e Introduction: The history of the study of animal intelligence

e Do animals have a 'theory of mind'?

e Tool use: from using objects to tool manufacture and to understanding tool mechanisms

e Orienting and navigating: from taxis to cognitive mapping

e Numerosity: can animals count and do they have numeral capacity?

e Do animals have emotions like us (love, happiness, mourning, laughing, committing suicide?
e Mental time traveling: can they plan for the future?

e Cooperation and prosocial behavior (prosocial behavior, compassion, empathy)

e Animal culture: social learning — from observational learning to coaching

e Concluding remarks: on the boarder between humans and other animals

Prerequisites: None

Grade structure: 100% final written exam



