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The History of Modern Israel (1880s-Present) — Prof. Eyal Naveh

Israel — an independent state since 1948 but a historical entity since time immemorial.
An incomplete and ongoing ever-changing society, rooted in the past, facing a
challenging present, and progressing toward an unknown future. A state in constant
quest for legitimacy, unique in its stormy development and striving for normalcy.

This course invites you to take a historical journey to modern Israel. It will review the
curious, dynamic, and at times contradictory history of this country in two parts:

The first, "From an idea to a state" — beginning with the Zionist movement until the
creation of the state.

The second - "Challenges of Israel as a sovereign state", from its independence, until
the present. The course will survey both historical events and broad themes that
characterize Israel.

This is an on-line course on Coursera. It offers a novel learning experience, which
allows the student to determine her or his own pace, and combines several mediums:
pre-recorded short lectures, short readings from primary and secondary sources, and
discussion questions. The course is offered in English, with Hebrew subtitles.

Requirements:

The final grade for the course will be exclusively based on the performance in the final
exam, with no additional assignments or requirements. The exam will be held on the
university campus and will last 90 minutes. It will consist of 20 multiple-choice
questions, where each correct answer will be awarded five points. The exam content
will cover solely material presented in the course lectures.

Syllabus:

Part 1 — From an Idea to a State

1. The Emergence of Zionism and the First Waves of Immigration (1880’s-1917)
In the first few lessons, we will discuss the origins of the Zionist Movement in
Europe as a national movement of the Jewish people. We will focus on the main
features and variety of the movement, as well as on its first projects in Palestine.
This week will end with the impact of World War 1 on Jews in general, and on
the Zionist Movement in particular.

2. The Jewish Community under the British Mandate (1921-1939)
This week we will explore the relationship between British authorities, Jews and
Arabs in Palestine. It will discuss the nature of the Zionist society that evolved in
the region as a "State in the making," and highlight the emergence of Arab
nationalism and its struggle against both the British authorities and the growing
Jewish presence.

3. World War 2, The Holocaust, and the End of the British Mandate (1939-1948)
This week we will discuss the most tragic and significant event in the 20" Century,
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WW2 and the holocaust, from the point of view of Jews in Palestine, and explore
its impact on the Zionist project and the building of the state. The following lessons
will trace the final years of the British Mandate following the war, and will end with
the events of 1948 known as the War of Independence, which resulted in the
establishment of the state Israel.

Part 2 — Challenges of Israel as a Sovereign State

4.

8.

Israeli Society — The first Years (1948-1967)

In its first two decades of existence, the young state faced many challenges. This
week we will look into the economic difficulties, the security threats, the political
uncertainties and the social upheavals of the period. Among the main issues
examined in these lessons: the arrival of countless of new Jewish immigrants,
primarily from Arab countries, into a society comprised mostly by European Jews;
the first attempts to deal with the memory of the holocaust on a collective level; and
the establishment of diplomatic relations while securing the borders.

Israel Between War and Peace (1967-1979)

Within a little more than a decade, Israel experienced two major wars that changed
its fate and course forever, as well as a significant peace agreement with one of its
fiercest enemies. This week we will trace the reasons that led to the Six Day War
and the Yom Kippur War, the proceedings of the wars, and their radically different
impact on Israeli society at large. In the end of the week, we will delve into the
peace agreement with Egypt — how it came about, its shortcomings and successes,
and what it meant for Israel's future.

A Society in Transition (1977-1995)

During this week, we will discuss the essential developments that transformed the
Israeli society towards the end of the twentieth century. From the political turnover,
that ended a decades-long regime of the Labor bloc, to the assassination of PM
Yitzhak Rabin nearly two decades later. All that happened within the intensification
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the economic shifts, and the new waves of
immigration.

The Changing Identity of Israel

The final two weeks of the course stray from the chronological order and focus on
larger themes that characterize contemporary Israel. This week we will explore the
elusive topic of changing identity: the process of Americanization and globalization,
from melting-pot to multiculturalism, the relationship between Israeli Jews and
Jews in the diaspora, the changing attitudes towards Zionism, and more.

Israel in the 215t Century
The final week is dedicated to the pending issues that Israel is facing. The benefits
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and shortcomings of being a "Startup Nation," the growing social inequality, the
political fragmentation and corruption, and the ongoing difficulties in being situated
in an unstable, non-democratic Muslim Middle East.
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