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Arab-Islamic History: From Tribes to Empires / Spring Semester 2025
Lecturer: Prof. Miri Shefer-Mossensohn
Office hour: Tuesdays, 9-10; Gilman 427
telephone (office): 03-640-7060; shefer@tauex.tau.ac.il

Course description and the trailer for the course

Living in the Middle East but not truly familiar with the history of Islam? This course is for you.
Join us on a fascinating journey through a thousand years of history, exploring the lives of
people who once lived in our region. The course is divided into two parts. Part One presents
the major political developments in chronological order from the birth of Muhammad in the
6th century to the rise of the Ottoman Empire in the early 16th century. Part Two focuses on
the social, religious, and cultural aspects of the medieval Middle East. In the 2025-2026
academic year, the course will be upgraded to include new and expanded content.

How will you study?

This is an online course on edX. It offers a novel learning experience, allowing students to
determine their own pace, while meeting the midterm assignment schedules. Two real-time
meetings will be held via Zoom at the beginning of the semester for introductions and
explanations about the course (Sunday, March 15, at 7pm) and for instructions and questions
before the final exam (Tuesday, May 12, at 7pm). The meetings will last between 30 to 60
minutes. The Zoom link will be posted on Moodle.

Assignments
The students are required to submit five quizzes, post two responses on the online Historical
Lab forums, and take a final exam at the university.

Quizzes: The online course includes eight quizzes at the end of each weekly lesson. You are
asked to submit a minimum of at least five in total, following the timetable below. We
encourage you to complete more quizzes. In such cases, we will include the quizzes with the
higher grade in the final grade composition. That is: if you submit more than the five minimum
quizzes, we will consider the average of only the five highest grades.

Historian Lab forums: Every student should actively participate in at least two discussions out
of eight Historian Labs in the online course, following the timetable below. This component
will be given a 'submit'/'not submit’ assessment and not a numerical grade. The course
Moodle lists the expectations for a ‘submit’ assessment.

Assignment timetable:
* 3 quizzes & one Historian Lab from lessons 1-4 must be submitted by April 10 at noon.
* 2 quizzes & one Historian Lab from lessons 5-8 must be submitted by May 15 at noon.

Final exam: The final exam (multiple choice format) is taken on campus. The final exam is
bilingual in Hebrew and English; you can answer in one of the versions of your choice but not
both or alternate between the two options. Please note that the online course includes a ‘final
test’ component. It is intended for digital learners, NOT university students interested in
academic credit. You may take the online test as a study aid ahead of the university final exam.
A passing score on the final exam is mandatory for completing the course. A failed grade on
the exam will be considered as the course grade, without calculating the average with the
quiz grades.
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Final grade composition

* 5 intermediate assignments in the online course - 25% (5% each)

* 2 responses in the historical laboratory - 10% (5% each)

* final exam (multiple choice questions) - 65%

First sitting (“Moed Alef”): May 15, 2026; Second sitting (“Moed Bet”): June 5, 2026

=> A five-point bonus to the exam grade will be awarded to students who submit questions
for the final exam according to the following criteria: 1) Students must propose at least five
new questions (questions from the online platform may be used only if significantly modified);
2) Each question should include the question itself and four possible answers; 3) Questions
should evaluate comprehension, not just memorization; 4) Questions must be submitted by
May 1; and 5) Questions should be posted on the course forum for everyone's benefit.

Writing questions is an excellent practice before the test, as is solving questions posed by
others. Some of the questions submitted by students will be included in the exams for both
sitting.

List of Topics
Part A —The Political Framework: 1000 Years of Islamic History (500-1500)

Lesson 1: Early Islamic Arabia

Lesson 2: Introducing the First Muslim States -- The Rashidun & Umayyads
Lesson 3: The Abbasids - When Baghdad and the Arabs Ruled the World
Lesson 4: Turkic Peoples in the Pre-Modern Islamic World
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Lesson 5: The Mongols and the Post-Mongol Islamic World, 13th - 16th centuries
Part B — Environment, Religious and Cultural Identities

o Lesson 6: Environments, Societies, Individuals
o Lesson 7: Religious Identities in the Middle East: Islam, Christianity, and Judaism
o Lesson 8: Cultural Identities in the Middle East



